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Subject:  Staining and Effects of Self-Adhering Bituminous Wall Flashings 16-05

Recently, RCI, Inc. issued Technical Advisory No. 11-2016 “to provide commentary on staining and flow of oils 

from self-adhesive, bituminous-based wall flashings.“ 

The construction industry has continued to see an increase in the use of self-adhered sheets, both as vapor/air 

barriers as well as modified base sheets.  These sheets raise continuity and compatibility issues, specifically 

as it related to our products with PVC membranes. 

Typically, the adhesive backing used on these sheets vary from modified rubberized asphalt to rubber based 

adhesives like butyl, while a plastic film or asphalt-based surface is used on the top side.  These adhesive 

backings are not compatible with many single ply membranes, including PVC.  When direct contact is made, it 

adversively affects both products.   

Above all else, this is a design issue and the designer should be cautious of these limitations before 

specifying. Care must be taken by designers in selecting these products as well as being sure to include a 

separation layer to avoid the PVC membrane becoming discolored, stiff, and aging prematurely through 

migration of the plasticizer, as well as preventing the asphalt sheet from softening and “bleeding,“ resulting in 

the asphalt running and staining the membrane. 

Designers and contractors alike must be aware of these compatibility issues and take proper measures to 

prevent them from occuring by the use of proper separation layers, including metal strips, aluminum tapes, or 

other similar approaches.  Even the slightest bit of contact will result in comtamination and any contaminated 

membrane must be removed and replaced with new membrane.  Once membrane is replaced, precautions 

must be taken in order to eliminate further contamination as well. 
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The following details are accepted Sika Sarnafil means to address these issues: 
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