
TECHNICAL BULLETIN 

Procedure for Sealant Joint 
Maintenance and Repair in EIFS
INTRODUCTION
At some point it is likely that sealants used to waterproof 
joints in EIFS claddings will need to be removed and 
replaced. While drainage EIFS designs offer secondary 
moisture protection, even in these systems it is important 
to maintain sealant integrity. In instances where it is not 
possible to remove and replace existing sealant joints that 
need repair, a bridge joint can be applied on top of the 
existing joint.

REPLACING SEALANT
	 1.	�Cut existing sealant away from EIFS joint using a scoring 

knife or a sealant cutting knife with an oscillating blade, 
such as the CRL Fein SuperCut Sealant Cutter Knife. Avoid 
slicing into the EIFS lamina. If the EIFS lamina is damaged, 
mark these areas for subsequent repair.

	 2.	 �Remove existing sealant and backer rod from the joint. 
Remove sealant residue and any finish that may be 
present inside the joint using sandpaper, a hand-held 
grinder, or paint remover and a scraper.

	 3.	 �Brush or blow away dust on joint surfaces.
	 4.	 �Apply a skim coat of LaHabra A/BC or A/BC 1-Step base 

coat to the prepared joint surfaces. If the EIFS lamina has 
been damaged, embed Standard Mesh in the base coat. 
Ensure that the surface of the base coat is smooth and 
reinforcing mesh is fully embedded and wrapped entirely 
into the joint to provide sufficient substrate for sealant 
application. Allow base coat to dry for a minimum of 
24-hours.

	 5.	 �Remove dust from the joint with a brush or oil free 
compressed air. Mask off EIFS finish on the surface of 
the wall to avoid staining. Prime with SikaWall® Tinted 
Primer using either the cloth or brush method depending 
on the surface texture. Allow the primer to dry. Primed 
joints must receive sealant on the same day that primer is 
applied.

	 6.	 �Install correctly sized closed-cell backer rod to the correct 
depth.

7.	 �Apply Sikaflex® HY 100 or HY 150 sealant. Tool the sealant 
with a striking knife or spatula to smooth the surface, 
forcing the sealant against the backer rod and substrate. 
Use of liquid tooling agents are not recommended. Allow 
sealant to become tacky prior to removal of masking tape 
and materials used to gauge sealant thickness. Allow 
sealant to fully cure.

OVERLAY SEALANT
1.	 �Cut the existing sealant down the middle of the joint 

through to the backer rod. Be careful not to cut the backer 
rod, as this can cause bubbling in the sealant if cut.

2. 	Remove at least 3/8” of textured finish on either side 
of the joint, exposing the base coat. Do not grind into 
reinforcing mesh.

3. 	�Clean dust and debris from the surface that will receive 
sealant using a brush or oil-free compressed air.

4. 	Mask off textured finish outside of the area that will 
receive sealant. Build up the area adjacent to the places 
that will receive sealant to at least 1/4” thickness to 
allow the thickness of subsequently applied sealant to be 
gauged.

5.	 Apply bond breaker tape over the existing sealant joint.
6. 	Prime affected area with SikaWall Tinted Primer. Allow the 

primer to dry. Primed joints must receive sealant on the 
same day that primer is applied.

7. 	Apply Sikaflex® HY 100 or HY 150 sealant, extending 
sealant at least 3/8” onto basecoat on either side of 
the existing joint. Tool the sealant with a striking knife 
or spatula to smooth the surface. Sealant should be a 
minimum of 1/4” and no more than 3/8” thick. Use of 
liquid tooling agents are not recommended. Allow sealant 
to become tacky prior to removal of masking tape and 
materials used to gauge sealant thickness. Allow sealant to 
fully cure.
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CONSIDERATIONS AND CONDITIONS
•	 Do not apply LaHabra finish into or over the sealant 

joint.
•	 �Other acceptable sealant can be used. Please 

reference Technical Bulletin Acceptable Sealants to 
use with LaHabra wall systems for more information.

• 	� Use closed cell backer rod for sealant joints in EIFS.
• 	� A sealant field adhesion test within the specific 

application is always recommended to confirm 
adhesion and suitability of the application.

• 	� For any procedures requiring removal to the 
substrate, advise your design team when application 
of AWRB is needed.

LIMITED WARRANTY NOTICE
Prior to each use of any product of Sika Corporation, its 
subsidiaries or affiliates (“SIKA”), the user must always read 
and follow the warnings and instructions on the product’s 
most current product label, Product Data Sheet and Safety 
Data Sheet which are available at usa.sika.com/lahabra or 
by calling our Technical Service Department at +1 (800) 
589-1336.
Nothing contained in any SIKA literature or materials 
relieves the user of the obligation to read and follow the 
warnings and instructions for each SIKA product as set forth 
in the current product label, Product Data Sheet and Safety 
Data Sheet prior to use of the SIKA product.   
SIKA warrants this product for one year from date of 
installation to be free from manufacturing defects and to 
meet the technical properties on the current Product Data 
Sheet if used as directed within the product’s shelf life. 
User determines suitability of product for intended use 
and assumes all risks. User’s and/or buyer’s sole remedy 
shall be limited to the purchase price or replacement 
of this product exclusive of any labor costs.NO OTHER 
WARRANTIES EXPRESS OR IMPLIED SHALL APPLY INCLUDING 
ANY WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE. SIKA SHALL NOT BE LIABLE UNDER 
ANY LEGAL THEORY FOR SPECIAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL 
DAMAGES. SIKA SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE USE 
OF THIS PRODUCT IN A MANNER TO INFRINGE ON ANY 
PATENT OR ANY OTHER INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 
HELD BY OTHERS. Sale of SIKA products are subject to the 
Terms and Conditions of Sale which are available at usa.sika.
com or by calling +1 (800) 589-1336.


