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Sika Sarnafil's Decor Roof System
Provides Look of Distinctive Metal Roof at
Fraction of the Price

WhenORRPartners,LLCofFallsChurch, VA
was developing the Pointe at Beaumeade
officebuildingin Ashburn, VA, theywanted
aroofthatwas,accordingtoexecutivevice
presidentJoeDrake,“morearchitecturally
significantthanthetypicalbox.” Theywere
pleasedwhenAmadoFernandez,principal
at Hughes Group Architects of Sterling,
VA, came up with a barrel vault roof for
the two-story building. “Not only did this
design make the building distinctive and
giveussomeinterestinginternalspace, but
wecouldalsopositiontheHVACequipment
behind a distinctive screen wall,” Drake
stated.

An Alternative to Metal

Typically barrel vault roofs are made of
standingseammetal, butFernandezdecided
to look at other options. “We looked at
varioustypesofmetalroofs—painted, turn-
coated, buttheywereallcost-prohibitive,”
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he explained. “We were familiar with the
SarnafilDécorRoofsystembecausewehad
evaluated it for another building, and we
thoughtthatthisparticularprojectwouldbe
a good fit for what we were visually trying
to do.”

The Sarnafil Décor Roof System uses
Sarnafil'sG410thermoplasticsingleplyroof-
ingmembrane,whichisfiberglassreinforced
fordimensionalstabilityandalowcoefficient
ofthermalexpansion.DécorProfilesand/or
Battensare made of the same product for-
mulationasthemembrane,whichensures
thatcolorsmatchinitiallyandovertime.The
ribscomeinten-footlongsectionsthatare
connected and permanently fused to the
Sarnafilmembranewithahotairwelderto
providetheappearanceofastandingseam
metal roof.

According to Jeff Kay, owner of Unified
Technologies,aSikaSarnafilmanufacturer’s
representative in Tacoma Park, Maryland,
theDécorsystemofferedseveraladvantages
over a metal roof. “Metal roofs are not
waterproof---theyarewatershedding,”Kay



said. “Asaresult water caninfiltrateatthe
seams, which can cause problems.” The
Sarnafilmembranedoesn’thavethisprob-
lembecausetheseamsarehot-airwelded,
whichineffectproducesacontinuoussheet
of protectionagainstwaterand otherele-
ments.

AnotheradvantageoftheDécorsystemwas
thecostsavings. “Ametalroof -especially
one that is barrel shaped and requires
curvedconcepts---canbeveryexpensive,”
Kay stated. Fernandez was pleased when
he saw the price of the Sarnafil Décor sys-
tem. “The Décorsystemwasonlyabout50
to 60 percent of the cost of a metal roof,”
he said.

Since ORR Partners was not familiar with
theDécorsystem,Fernandezshowedthem
slides and photos of the system and told
them how successful the Décor system
hadbeenonabuildingatthe University of
Houston. They also evaluated samples of
the Décor membrane and ribs. “When
we saw the materials and the light grey
colorofthemembraneweknewthatfrom
adistanceyouwouldn’tbeabletotell the
differencebetweentheDécorsystemand
a standing seam metal roof,” Drake said.
“Thisproductallowedustohavethisarchi-
tectural feature on the building in a cost-
effective manner.”

A Smooth Installation

The installation of the Sika Sarnafil roof

went very smoothly, according to Dave

Mowry, projectmanageratPioneerRoofing
Systems in Lorton, VA. The flat portion

of the roof was covered in Sarnafil white
EnergySmart Roof® membrane, while the
DécorRoofSystemwasinstalledonthebar-
rel part of the roof. “The roof had two nar-
rowflatareasthatwerefullytaperedtothe
drains.We putthreeinchesofSarnatherm
polyisocyanurateinsulationoverthesteel
deckand then mechanically attached the
Sarnafilmembrane,”explainedMowry."The
barrelportionoftherooflookedlikethetop
ofagiantmushroom.Weadhered Sarnafil

Sika Sarnafil Decor Roofing System on the Point at Beaumeade in Ashburn, VA.

dusty grey 60 mil G410 membrane to this
barrel,andthenweldedthematchingDécor
profilestothemembranetogivetheappear-
ance of a metal roof.” He added, “The
projectwasphasedoverthreemonths,butit
onlytookthreeweekstohavetheroof 100
percent waterproof.”

Fernandez stated that Sika Sarnafil rep-
resentatives were very helpful during the
installation. “We had a great experience
workingwiththemtogettherightcustom
color,andtheywereverygoodatproviding
detailsforinstallingthesystem,”hestated.
“There was a lot of interface between the
systemandthebuilding,and theyworked
very closely with us on that.”

A Proven Performer

Five years after installation, the Sarnafil
Décor roof is still performing “very well,”
accordingtoFernandez. “lhaven’theardof
any problemswith theroofandithas held
its appearance very well,” he stated. “I
would definitely specify the Décor system
again for visual impact.”

Drake added that he, too, would “keep
Sarnafil in mind” for future projects. “The
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Décorsystemis pretty neatand hasalot of
unusualfeatures,”heexplained. Andeven
though ORR Partners has since sold The

Pointe atBeaumeade, he said theyhad no
problemswhatsoeverwiththeSarnafilDécor
roof during the time they owned it.

KaysaidthatthePointeatBeaumeaderoof
has become a selling tool for Sika Sarnafil.
“This is a very handsome and distinctive
building,” he stated. “When architects see
this roof they are really impressed.”

To learn more:

Sika Sarnafil Inc.

100 Dan Road

Canton, MA 02021
Telephone 1-800-451-2504
Telefax 781-828-5365
Internet www.sikacorp.com



