TECHNICAL BULLETIN
“Ghosting” on Stucco Surfaces

Different shading of stucco finishes at wall framing can
become visible overtime, showing a “ghost” image of the
framing behind the stucco.

Stucco surfaces between studs are better insulated and are
more shielded from interior heat during the heating season
than stucco over studs. Therefore, the surfaces between the
studs stay cooler and very small dust and soot particles in the
air tend to stick more on the cooler surfaces and accumulate
over time, showing a darker shade.

Because the particles are very small, they tend to be difficult
to wash off completely.

This “ghosting” effect can be more pronounced on stucco
over open (unsheathed) framing, or over well insulated stud
cavities, or with steel framing because it conducts heat more
than wood. Ghosting of framing is not limited

to stucco; it also appears on other siding materials. The
shading difference is harmless to the stucco.

Concrete masonry units (CMU) and mortar cure at different
rates and have different densities. Mortar absorbs water
faster and dries out quicker than block. This leads to color
differences that “print through” the stucco. Insufficient stucco
thickness (less than the required "2 inch over CMU) makes
ghosting far more likely.

Occasionally ghosting indicates excessive moisture inside
walls. Excessive moisture requires attention from a qualified
investigator and should be remedied promptly.
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LIMITED WARRANTY NOTICE

Prior to each use of any product of Sika Corporation, its
subsidiaries or affiliates (“SIKA”), the user must always
read and follow the warnings and instructions on the
product’s most current product label, Product Data Sheet
and Safety Data Sheet which are available at usa.sika.com
or by calling our Technical Service Department at +1(800)
589-1336.

Nothing contained in any SIKA literature or materials
relieves the user of the obligation to read and follow the
warnings and instructions for each SIKA product as set
forth in the current product label, Product Data Sheet and
Safety Data Sheet prior to use of the SIKA product.

SIKA warrants this product for one year from date of
installation to be free from manufacturing defects and to
meet the technical properties on the current Product Data
Sheet if used as directed within the product’s shelf life.
User determines suitability of product for intended use
and assumes all risks. User’s and/or buyer’s sole remedy
shall be limited to the purchase price or replacement of
this product exclusive of any labor costs.

NO OTHER WARRANTIES EXPRESS OR IMPLIED

SHALL APPLY INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE. SIKA SHALL NOT BE LIABLE UNDER ANY
LEGAL THEORY FOR SPECIAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES. SIKA SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
USE OF THIS PRODUCT IN A MANNER TO INFRINGE ON
ANY PATENT OR ANY OTHER INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIGHTS HELD BY OTHERS. Sale of SIKA products are
subject to the Terms and Conditions of Sale which are
available at usa.sika.com.
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