TECHNICAL BULLETIN
Stucco Wall Base Deterioration at Soil

Degradation at the base of a stucco wall that comes in contact
with sail of is caused by the moisture wicking effect and
occurring due to Alkali. The stucco coming in contact with the
soil has lead to and is the cause of the deterioration. This is
common in older buildings and for this reason, the Federal
Housing Authority (FHA) determined the need for “weep
screed” a separation device as a remedy in new construction.
Repairing the condition is relatively simple although in most
cases, only temporary. A separation of the stucco and the soil
followed by repair would be the only permanent solution.

To temporarily repair the condition; toughly clean the surface
removing all loose and damaged material, then apply a diluted
muriatic acid solution. The recommended ratio is 15 to 20 parts
by volume of water to 1 part acid apply this to a wet surface
to neutralize the condition. Follow this by tharoughly rinsing
the surface and allow it to dry out completely prior to the
repair process application. The repair process and required
materials are determined by the condition and depth of the
affected area. Areas deeper that 1/8” will require pre-filling
with an appropriate base coat material. Stucco finishes are
applied at approximately 1/8". It is recommended that all of the
repair areas receive an application of an acrylic bonder prior to
any patching material application. Determine the type of the
existing finish product and apply this same type and color,
matching the existing texture to the best of your ability.

The most changeling areas are where concrete or other site
work exists, due to the stucco having been applied prior to the
site work; the location is difficult if not impossible to access.
If the site work has been placed above the mud sill (bottom
framing plate) the site work will need to be removed and the
grade taken down, during this time the area can be accessed
and the condition remedied.
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Building codes dictate that concrete is to be installed a
minimum of 2" below the termination point of the weep-screed
and 4" where soil conditions exist, this termination point is to
occur a minimum of 1” below the mud sill.

The result of any repair is only as good as the accessibility and
preparation.

LIMITED WARRANTY NOTICE

Prior to each use of any product of Sika Corporation, its
subsidiaries or affiliates (“SIKA”), the user must always read
and follow the warnings and instructions on the product’s
most current product label, Product Data Sheet and Safety
Data Sheet which are available at usa.sika.com or by calling
our Technical Service Department at +1(800) 589- 1336.
Nothing contained in any SIKA literature or materials relieves
the user of the obligation to read and follow the warnings and
instructions for each SIKA product as set forth in the current
product label, Product Data Sheet and Safety Data Sheet prior
to use of the SIKA product.

SIKA warrants this product for one year from date of
installation to be free from manufacturing defects and to
meet the technical properties on the current Product Data
Sheet if used as directed within the product’s shelf life.
User determines suitability of product for intended use and
assumes all risks. User’s and/or buyer's sole remedy shall be
limited to the purchase price or replacement of this product
exclusive of any labor costs.

NO OTHER WARRANTIES EXPRESS OR IMPLIED SHALL
APPLY INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY
OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. SIKA SHALL
NOT BE LIABLE UNDER ANY LEGAL THEQORY FOR SPECIAL
OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES. SIKA SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE USE OF THIS PRODUCT IN A
MANNER TO INFRINGE ON ANY PATENT OR ANY OTHER
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS HELD BY OTHERS. Sale
of SIKA products are subject to the Terms and Conditions of
Sale which are available at usa.sika.com.
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